
FLORIDA’S HIGHWAY 
GUIDE SIGN PROGRAM

DANA KNOX

2019



FLORIDA’S HIGHWAY GUIDE SIGN PROGRAM
RULE 14-51, FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (F.A.C.)

• Inform and guide motorists to the needed signed facilities and motorist services

• Improve traffic flow at interchanges or intersections near destinations that 
generate a large volume of traffic

• Establish criteria for the erection of guide signs and general service signs

Inform Guide EstablishImprove



OVERVIEW

• Intent of the Highway Signing Program

• Statute Requirement

• Related Documents

• Sign Types

• Florida’s Highway Guide Sign Program Rule 14-51



INTENT

• Florida’s Highway Signing Program is intended for the safe and orderly 
movement of all road users:

• motor vehicles

• bicycles

• pedestrian traffic

• Signs are a traffic control device

• Notify road users of regulations

• Provide warning and guidance

• Collaborative Approach - Composed of representatives from every District



SIGN CLUTTER = MENTAL CLUTTER



FDOT’S 
HIGHWAY 
SIGNING TEAM

• FDOT DISTRICT SIGNING MANAGERS

• STATE SIGN SHOP

• MAINTENANCE



STATUTE 
REQUIREMENTS

• Section 316.0745 (Uniform Signals and Devices) of the Florida 
Statutes assigns the FDOT responsibility for adopting a 
uniform system of traffic control devices of all locations where 
the public travels.

• In Florida, signs intended to control traffic must comply with 
the national standards published by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) found in the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and the Standard Highway 
Signs supplement.

F.S. 316.0745



RELATED DOCUMENTS

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

(MUTCD)

The MUTCD is recognized as the national standard for all signs.



RELATED DOCUMENTS

Standard Highway Signs (SHS)



RELATED DOCUMENTS

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD)

• Standard Highway Signs (SHS)

• Traffic Engineering Manual (TEM)

• Standard Plans

• FDOT Design Manual (FDM)

• Standard Specifications



RELATED DOCUMENTS
• Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices (MUTCD)

• Standard Highway Signs (SHS)

national standard for all signs



RELATED DOCUMENTS

Traffic Engineering Manual (TEM)

• Procedure Topic No. 750-000-005

• Provides traffic engineering standards 
and guidelines (when to use)

• Chapter 2 Signs





RELATED DOCUMENTS

Standard Plans for Road Construction

• ensures uniform standards in the 
preparation of contract plans

• 700 Series

• Sign details and sign mounting 
heights and offsets are examples



STANDARD PLANS FOR 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION

Examples include:

• Special sign details

• Single column ground signs



RELATED DOCUMENTS

FDOT Design Manual

• guidance for sign plans

• Section 325 Signing and Pavement Marking 
Plans



RELATED DOCUMENTS

Standard Specifications

• requirements for 
Construction/Maintenanc
e Contractor performing 
the work



RELATED DOCUMENTS

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD): the national standard for all traffic 
control devices

• Standard Highway Signs (SHS): MUTCD sign details

• Traffic Engineering Manual (TEM): guidance to Designer and/or Traffic Engineer on when to 
use

• Standard Plans: special sign details and mounting requirements for Construction/Maintenance 
Contractor

• FDOT Design Manual (FDM): guidance to Designer for sign plans

• Standard Specifications: requirements for Construction/Maintenance Contractor performing 
the work

Summary



CLASSIFICATION 
OF SIGNS

Regulatory

Warning

Guide

Classification

Regulatory:
Give notice of traffic laws or 
regulations

Warning:
Give notice of a situation that might 
not be readily apparent.

Guide:

Show route designations, 
destinations, directions, distances, 
services, points of interest, and 
other geographical, recreational, or 
cultural information.



CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNS

Regulatory signs give notice of traffic laws 
or regulations.

REGULATORY SIGNS



CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNS

Warnings signs give notice of a situation 
that might not be readily apparent.

WARNING SIGNS



CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNS

Guide signs show route designations, 
destinations, directions, distances, services, 
points of interest, and other geographical, 
recreational, or cultural information.

GUIDE SIGNS



CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNS

• Guide Signs –
Conventional Roads –
non-limited access

GUIDE SIGNS

• Guide Signs –
Freeways and 
Expressways –
limited access



PLACE NAME SIGNS

GUIDE SIGNS ALSO INCLUDE…

Identifies geographic boundaries



COMMUNITY WAYFINDING SIGNS

GUIDE SIGNS ALSO INCLUDE…

Themed approach for key civic, cultural, 
visitor, and recreational attractions 

within a city of a local urbanized area



TOURIST-ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS (TODS)

GUIDE SIGNS ALSO INCLUDE…

Rural tourist-oriented businesses, 
services, and activities; rural roads



FLORIDA’S 
HIGHWAY GUIDE 
SIGN PROGRAM

Rule 14-51, Florida Administrative Code• informs and guides motorists

• improves traffic flow

• establishes criteria for qualifying 
destinations for guide signs

Provides for a system of guide signing that…



PARTS OF THE RULE

• Part I General

• Part II Guide Signs on Limited Access Facilities

• Part III Guide Signs on Non-limited Access Facilities

• Part IV Place Name Signs on Non-limited Access Facilities

• Part V Community Wayfinding Guide Signs

• Part VI Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs (TODS)



PART I

• Definitions: 23 definitions, such as, “Supplemental Guide Sign” and “Sign”

• Purpose: all proposed signs must fulfill a need for the use of a traffic control device

• Trailblazers: local government must install prior to installing on state highway system

• Sign Evaluation Process: Will the sign benefit the safety of the motoring public and is there 
space available for another sign at the requested location?

• General Criteria: minimum spacing distances for signs (Table 1) and priority order by sign 
(regulatory signs have priority over warning signs; warning signs have priority over direction 
signs

• Guide signs will only be permitted to destinations that are open for business year round, have 
restrooms for patron use, and paved handicapped parking facilities

GENERAL



PART I

GENERAL
Priority guidelines and Table 1 – Minimum Spacing Distances for Signs



PART II

• Criteria for Supplemental Guide Signs: destinations accessible from 
interchange not included in standard interchange signing

• Table 2 (eligible destinations) and Table 3 (destinations not eligible)

• Supplemental guide signs shall be located in advance of the interchange 
that is the most practical route to the facility

GUIDE SIGNS ON LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

• Standards:

• no more than four supplemental guide sign destinations on no more than 
two guide sign assemblies

• no more than three lines of text at any one sign

• only once in each direction

• Guidelines – specific criteria for qualified destinations



PART II

Table 2 (eligible destinations) and Table 3 (destinations not eligible)

GUIDE SIGNS ON LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Examples: Table 3

Examples: Table 2



PART II

GUIDE SIGNS ON LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Standards
• no more than four supplemental guide sign destinations on no more than two guide 

sign assemblies
• no more than three lines of text at any one sign

OK



PART II

GUIDE SIGNS ON LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Standards
• no more than four supplemental guide sign destinations on no more than two guide 

sign assemblies
• no more than three lines of text at any one sign

NOT OK



PART II

GUIDE SIGNS ON LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Guidelines - examples



PART III

• Criteria for Destination Guide Signs

• Table 4 (eligible destinations) and Table 5 (destinations not 
eligible)

• Destination Guide Signs shall be located in advance of the 
intersecting roadway this is the most direct or desirable route 
to the facility

• Standards:

• no more than six destinations, including cities, at any intersection 
approach

• no more than two separate signs with no more than three lines of legend 
on each sign

• Guidelines – specific criteria for qualified destinations

GUIDE SIGNS ON NON-LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES



PART III

Table 4 (eligible destinations) and Table 5 (destinations not eligible)

GUIDE SIGNS ON NON-LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Examples: Table 5

Examples: Table 4



PART III

GUIDE SIGNS ON NON-LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Standards
• no more than six destinations, including cities, at any intersection approach
• no more than two separate signs with no more than three lines of legend on each sign



PART III

GUIDE SIGNS ON NON-LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

Guidelines - examples



PART II AND PART III

General Service Signs – used when the general services provided are infrequent 
and not within sight of the interchange/intersection

LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES and NON-LIMITED ACCESS



PART IV

• natural geographic features and official boundaries of counties, municipalities, or unincorporated 
areas

• White legend on a green rectangular background

• urban subdivisions are NOT eligible

• “Exiting” or “Leaving” added to a place name signs shall not be permitted

• Customized Place Name Signs are included in the community aesthetic features (FDM Section 127) 

PLACE NAME SIGNS ON NON-LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES



PART IV

PLACE NAME SIGNS ON NON-LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES

NOT ALLOWED per Rule: Customized Place Name Signs are included in the 
community aesthetic features program



PART V

• Standards

• Only allowed on non-limited access

• Design

• Not allowed as background color: red, yellow, orange, 
purple, fluorescent yellow-green, or fluorescent pink

• Maximum of four destinations

• Pedestrian Wayfinding Signs

• Informational Guide Signs

COMMUNITY WAYFINDING GUIDE SIGNS



PART VI

• Established by local government

• Limited to rural roads

• Major portion (51%) of income or visitors from tourists not residing within 20 miles of the 
destination

• Maximum of five panels on two posts

TOURIST-ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS (TODS)



SIGN CLUTTER = MENTAL CLUTTER



THANK YOU!


